
JUNE 7, 2020 LESSON 1

WATER TO WINE (JOHN 2:1–11)

MIRACLES OF JESUS

Jesus’ First Miracle
While in Cana of Galilee, Jesus attended a wedding with his  mother 
and disciples. In Jewish culture, weddings were week-long celebra-
tions and socially important events. That’s why it was especially 
shameful for the family when they ran out of wine.

Jesus’ mother turned to him and expected him to help alleviate the 
problem. When he gently rebuked her by saying, “My hour has not 
yet come,” she refused to take no for an answer. Mary said to the ser-
vants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

Jesus helped by performing his first miracle. There were six stone 
water pots close by that were used for ritual washings. He direct-
ed the family servants to fill these pots with water, each of which 
held around 16 to 24 gallons. The water that would normally be used 
for these Old Testament rituals was miraculously transformed into 
sweet wine. As a result of this miracle, Jesus’ disciples saw his glory 
and believed in him (cf. John 1:14).

Miracles of Jesus (Sunday Mornings, June–August 2020)

Date Lesson Title Citation

June 7 Lesson 1 Water to Wine John 2:1–11

June 14 Lesson 2 The Nobleman’s Son Healed John 4:46–54

June 21 Lesson 3 The Lame Man John 5

June 28 Lesson 4 The Feeding of the 5,000 John 6

July 5 Lesson 5 The Blind Man John 9

July 19 Lesson 6 Lazarus John 11

July 26 Lesson 7 Jesus Produces a Catch of 153 Fish John 21:1–11

Aug 2 Lesson 8 The Blind Man at Bethsaida Mark 8:22–26

Aug 9 Lesson 9 A Cluster of 10 Miracles Matt 8–9

Aug 16 Lesson 10 The Binding of Satan Matt 12:22–32

Aug 23 Lesson 11 Jesus Heals Ten Lepers Luke 17:11–19

Aug 30 Lesson 12 Jairus’ Daughter Mark 5:22–42; Luke 8:41–55
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The master of the feast was responsible for both the quality and the 
quantity of the wine. No doubt, he was thankful that the supply of 
wine had been replenished. But then, he tasted it and discovered how 
delicious it was, claiming it was much better quality than before.

Application
Sometimes, people get bogged down with whether or not this was 
alcoholic wine. It’s important, though, that we not miss the main 
point: This miracle is but a foretaste of great things yet to come. It 
represents only the beginning of Jesus’ marvelous ministry.

The Old Testament prophets talked about the coming of the Messiah 
in terms of a glorious harvest that would include “the mountains 
[dripping with] sweet wine” (Amos 9:13; Joel 3:18). This miracle may 
have helped someone out of an embarrassing situation, but as Jesus’ 
first miracle, it helped inaugurate the start of his Messianic ministry.

Jesus Wasn’t Against Having Fun
Our Lord did more than just preach and teach while on the earth. 
He attended a wedding! This shows us that he wasn’t against fun or 
having a good time. Enjoying our lives is an important part of living 
our faith.

Mary Didn’t Tell Jesus What To Do
Jesus’ mother, Mary, trusted him do the right thing. Sometimes, it 
seems that our prayers turn out to be little more than long lists of 
what we want God to do for us or fix. We are certainly expected to 
ask in order to receive (Matt 7:7; 21:22; James 4:2), but we mustn’t 
degenerate our prayers into little more than demands for his help. 
Instead, we must wait on God to answer our prayers—in his way, not 
ours (Micah 7:7).

Mary Believed Before Any Miracles
If this was Jesus’ first miracle, how did Mary know he would take 
care of the problem miraculously? Perhaps she didn’t. But Mary 
knew there was something truly remarkable about her oldest son, 
Jesus (Luke 2:51). From the time he was presented in the temple at 
eight days old, she knew he was destined for greatness.

Jesus Changes Us
Jesus didn’t just add Kool-Aid packets to the water. Rather, he changed 
the quality of the substance. And he wants to do the same for us, by 
transforming the quality of our hearts and the direction of our lives.  
Our new life in Christ is a cause for celebration every day.

Not many people even knew about this first miracle (cf. John 2:9). 
All they knew was that the wine supply had been replenished. When 
people see the changes in your life, they’ll wonder what happened! 

These 1st century A.D. stone water 
jars were found in Jerusalem. Stone 
jars were more expensive than 
those made of pottery, but they had 
the advantage of being able to be 
purified after ritual defilement, 
according to rabbinic rulings.
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MIRACLES OF JESUS

A Desperate Father
A royal official, who likely worked for Herod Antipas or the Roman 
government, was the beneficiary of Jesus’ second miracle performed 
in Galilee (see John 4:54). This government employee, a non-Jew, 
hurriedly traveled 15 miles from Capernaum to Cana to find Jesus. 
He was desperate for Jesus’ help because his son was on the verge of 
death. Jesus’ fame as a miracle worker had spread, and this father 
had nowhere else to turn. He pleaded with Jesus: “Come down before 
my child dies.”1 

Upon hearing the desperate father’s request, Jesus said, “Unless 
you see signs and wonders you will not believe.” The pronoun “you” 
is plural, letting us know Jesus is not talking about just this man. 
Rather, Jesus is lamenting that people in general were transfixed on 
the miracles and would not embrace him as the Messiah.

You can almost hear the wheels turning in this man’s head. “Well, 
Jesus, we’ve all got problems; you want people to believe . . . but that 
doesn’t help me. Not today!” The father, his despair growing, pleaded 
with Jesus. “Sir, come down before my child dies.” Having the man’s 
full attention, Jesus then said to him, “Go. Your son lives.”

Here is the quandary: The desperate father wants Jesus to come back 
with him to Capernaum and heal his son. But Jesus  refused to go. 
The man “believed the word that Jesus spoke to him” and started off 
(v. 50). After all, what choice did the man have? Jesus had made it 
plain that he wasn’t going to Capernaum with him. 

While traveling back home, he was greeted by some of his servants. 
They excitedly told him about his son’s sudden recovery. Elated, the 
father asked when he started to get better. When they told him, it 

1 The father said to Jesus, “Come down,” but we would say, “Come up” or 
“over.” Cana is northeast of Capernaum, but lower in elevation. By say-
ing “come down,” the father is speaking conventionally. Watch for this 
as you read the Gospels. (Examples include Luke 2:4, 42, 51, which de-
scribe Jesus traveling from Nazareth to Jerusalem. See also Luke 4:31a.)

Excavations of ancient 
Capernaum. Many houses and 
shops have been identified. In 
the background is the Sea of 
Galilee.
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suddenly dawned on him it was at the exact moment Jesus had said 
to him, “Your son lives.” At that moment, he believed!

The Importance of Faith in Jesus
The Gospel of John has been popularly dubbed, “the Gospel of Belief.” 
And that shouldn’t surprise us because the concept of belief is used 
more than a hundred times in the Gospel of John. In fact, three times 
in this passage, the verb “believe” is used (vv. 48, 50, 53). Jesus per-
formed this miracle in such a way as to bolster the man’s faith in him.

His story also helps us to “believe that Jesus is the Christ” (John 
20:31). It’s not enough to just believe that Jesus can perform miracles. 
His miracles point to a greater truth: He is the Son of God.

Jesus Loves Everybody
Jesus loves all people. But the purpose of his ministry was to focus 
on the Jewish people, not Gentiles (Matt 15:24; cf. Matt 10:6). Even 
though this man was a Gentile, Jesus still helped him, showing us an 
example of how Jesus loved all people. 

It’s interesting that Jesus lavished great praise on many Gentiles 
who had genuine faith in him, including a centurion (Luke 7:9), a 
Samaritan leper (Luke 17:17–18), and a Gentile mother (Matt 15:28). 
That’s what he’s looking for today as well. He wants people who have 
genuine faith in him, which is exactly what the father exemplified 
(John 4:53). Ultimately, Jesus came to heal people of their spiritual 
malady of sin. And this Gentile, as relieved as he was about his son, 
came to realize that Jesus was much more than just a miracle worker.

We Must Start Where We Are
We’re not all spiritual giants. We’re not all pillars in the church (cf. 
Gal 2:9), at least not yet. But it takes starting where we are, right 
now. Did this government official face ridicule by other members of 
Herod’s court? Perhaps, but that didn’t stop him. Another obstacle in 
his way was the long distance. Notice he didn’t send a servant on the 
15-mile trek: He took the journey himself.

We Risk Criticism
We today face criticism because of our stand for truth. We belief and 
serve Jesus, which means we go to church every Sunday and avoid 
engaging in sin, such as promiscuity, listening to certain kinds of 
music, viewing certain movies, or going to gambling casinos.

Belief Takes Us To New Heights
When we accept the Gospel and truly live it, we experience forgive-
ness and peace. This can only happen because we allow ourselves to 
take the less-traveled road and trust in Jesus. That’s because walking 
by faith leads us toward heaven.

We walk by faith,  
not by sight.

—2 Cor 5:7
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MIRACLES OF JESUS

The Pharisees had already seen Jesus perform miracles on the 
Sabbath. Though they should have been rejoicing over these compas-
sionate acts, they were instead focusing on what day of the week the 
healings were taking place. According to the Pharisees, the Sabbath 
as a day of rest meant no one should be “working” by healing people. 
Jesus, of course, felt differently.

Jesus Heals an Invalid on the Sabbath
Like all ancient cities, Jerusalem was fortified by a series of gates. 
Near the “Sheep Gate” was the Pool of Bethesda, which was sur-
rounded by five covered colonnades. 
On the Sabbath, Jesus went there and 
saw a man who had been sick for 38 
years. “Do you want to be healed?” 
Jesus asked him. He commanded 
the invalid to pick up his pallet and 
to walk. Muscles that had long since 
atrophied suddenly came to life.

It takes nine verses for us to be told 
that Jesus performed this miracle 
on the Sabbath (John 5:9c). This 
was a serious problem to the reli-
gious leaders, who began criticizing 
Jesus for performing miracles on the 
Sabbath (v.  16). In sharp contrast with their attitude, Jesus taught 
that the Sabbath was for healing and restoration (see John 7:21–23; 
Luke 14:1–6).

An Earlier Controversy: Claiming to Forgive Sins
This was not the first time Jesus stirred up controversy after healing 
a lame man. Earlier in his ministry, while in Capernaum, Jesus had 
said to a paralytic, “Rise, pick up your bed and go home” (Matt 9:6). 
But just prior to healing the man, Jesus had first said to him, “Your 
sins are forgiven.” By healing that lame man, he proved his power to 
forgive sins. “Who can forgive sins but God alone?” the religious 
leaders had asked (Mark 2:7). And that’s exactly right: Jesus is the 
Son of God, and proved it by following his claim to forgive sins with 
the lame man’s healing.

A model of the Pool of Bethesda (Israel Museum).

“ Why are you angry 
with me for healing 
the whole man on the 
Sabbath?”

—John 7:23
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A New Controversy: Claiming to Be the Son of God
In this miracle, he made the Pharisees (called “the Jews” in the Gospel 
of John) equally upset because, not only did he heal on the Sabbath, 
but he also referred to God as his Father.

But Jesus answered them, “My Father is working until now, 
and I am working.” This was why the Jews were seeking all 
the more to kill him, because not only was he breaking the 
Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, 
making himself equal with God (John 5:17–18).

The Pharisees knew the law of the Sabbath (Ex 20:8–11), but had for-
gotten why it had been given in the first place.2 Instead of rejoicing 
with the invalid, they completely missed the point of the miracle.

Application
Only Jesus Brings Us To God. Here is the Son of God, seeing all 
sorts of people who were sick, huddled around a pool they supersti-
tiously believed had healing powers. Little did they know that the 
Creator of the Universe was walking in their midst (see John 1:3–5). 
We do something similar when we try to find happiness in other 
sources besides our relationship with God and his Son.

God and Jesus Are Always Working for Us. Instead of helping 
people only six days a week, Jesus continued to work through the 
Sabbath (v. 17). God never takes a break from caring for us.

Jesus Brings Hope to the Hopeless. This man had been sick for 
years and years. And in one day, Jesus changed this man’s life forever. 
He then made his way to the temple (v. 14), something which, as an 
invalid, he had been unable to do (see Lev 21:17–23; 2 Sam 5:8). 

We Must Want to Be Made Well. It almost seems like a silly 
question that Jesus asked the lame man: “Do you want to be made 
well?” (v. 6). Of course he did! We too must want to be made well of 
our spiritual malady, which is sin. 

Sin is Worse Than Sickness. Jesus told the former invalid, “Sin no 
more, that nothing worse may happen to you” (v. 14). What could be 
worse than being sick for 38 years? Being lost for eternity, for sure. 
But imagine being like the Pharisees and scribes, who opposed the 
Son of God at every turn and couldn’t rejoice in his gifts of healing 
(cf. Matt 21:14–15). In fact, this miracle fueled their plot to kill Jesus,  
all because he had healed a lame man on the Sabbath (v. 18).

2 This misplaced piety is demonstrated later in John’s Gospel, when the 
scribes insist that Jesus’ legs be broken while hanging on the cross. The 
reason why? Because the Sabbath was about to start and they needed 
him to die more quickly! (John 19:31).

John 5:4

You might notice that verse 4 is 
missing in your Bible’s main text 
(but it should at least be included as 
a footnote). That’s because it’s not in-
cluded in the earliest manuscripts of 
John’s Gospel. It speaks of the super-
stitution associated with the Pool of 
Bethseda in the days of Jesus.



JUNE 28, 2020 LESSON 4

THE FEEDING OF THE 5,000 (JOHN 6)

–7–www.parkwaychurchofchrist.us Parkway Church of Christ (Corpus Christi, TX)

MIRACLES OF JESUS

The Crowd Chases Jesus (vv. 1–4)
Having welcomed his apostles back from a recent missionary trip 
(see Mark 6:12–13), Jesus wanted to spend time alone with them. 
(Mark 6:30–32). He knew they were both excited and fatigued from 
the experience. Together, they boarded a boat and set sail toward 
Bethsaida on the northeast side of the Sea of Galilee (Luke 9:10).

They reached the shore but never made it to Bethsaida. People who 
had been on the lookout for Jesus from the land caught sight of their 
boat’s sails on the water and raced on foot to intercept them (Mark 
6:33). Thousands of people filled an open field near the shore and 
were visible from the approaching boat. Jesus postponed his private 
time with the apostles to accommodate the crowds. He healed many 
and taught them (Matt 14:14; Mark 6:30; Luke 9:11).

The Feeding of the 5,000 (vv. 5–15)
Late in the afternoon, the apostles asked Jesus to dismiss the crowds. 
In response, Jesus asked one of his apostles, Philip, “Where are we to 
buy bread, so that these people may eat?” Philip, who was originally 
from Bethsaida and knew the area well. He knew there was nowhere 
to buy food from in that area. But Jesus wanted him and his fellow 
apostles to use their faith to solve the impossible problem.

The crowds consisted of about 5,000 men, besides women and chil-
dren (Matt 14:21). How could they possibly feed so many people? 
Jesus knew what he was going to do, but the apostles had no clue how 
to respond. Andrew found a boy with five barley loaves and two small 
fish. “But what are they among so many?” he asked.

It was springtime, and the grass was green in the open fields. Jesus 
instructed the hungry crowds to sit in groups. He took the bread and 
the fish, blessed them, and broke them into pieces. He never ran out 
of food!

Jesus’ “I Am the Bread of Life” Discourse (vv. 22–59)
After the miracles of bread and fish took place, Jesus and his apostles 
at last made their way to the Capernaum synagogue, people excit-
edly came to find him, including those who had been the recipients 
of Jesus’ miraculous feeding of the 5,000. But, as Jesus was about to 
point out, they were looking for him for all the wrong reasons.

A view of the Plain of Bethsaida 
taken from the hills above 
Capernaum and east of Chorazin.
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Jesus knew why the crowds were seeking him: They wanted him to 
provide continually for their physical needs (cf. John 6:15, 26–27). 
The miracle should have produced strong faith in the hearts of the 
recipients, not a desire for an unending buffet.

The feeding of the 5,000 occurred in a deserted place. The symbolism 
was not lost on the people who knew their Jewish history: God also 
had fed ancient Israel with manna in the wilderness (Ex 16:4, 15). 
These parallels added fuel to their misguided Messianic fervor.

Jesus proceeded to tell them that he was the true bread from heaven, 
not the manna in the wilderness. “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35). 
This is the first of seven “I am” statements uttered by Jesus in the 
Gospel of John (Figure 1). They are incredible self-declarations, 
which he made throughout his ministry.

Jesus’ Seven “I Am” Statements in John
“I Am Statement” Citation

1. “I am the bread of life” John 6:35, 48, 51
2. “I am the light of the world” John 8:12; 9:5
3. “I am the door of the sheep” John 10:7, 9
4. “I am the good shepherd” John 10:11, 14
5. “I am the resurrection and the life” John 11:25
6. “I am the way, the truth, and the life” John 14:6
7. “I am the true vine” John 15:1

The people who heard this first “I am” statement at last began to un-
derstand that free bread came with a price. Jesus wanted genuine 
disciples who would truly repent and change their hearts  toward sin 
(John 6:50–53).

Defection Among the Disciples (vv. 60–71)
These challenges issued by Jesus were accompanied by strange lan-
guage. Jesus said that people would have to eat his flesh and drink his 
blood. This is not what they wanted to hear! Many “disciples” stopped 
following after Jesus altogether. “This is a hard saying,” they said. 
“Who can listen to it?” Jesus then turned to his apostles and asked 
them, “Do you want to go away as well?” Peter rose to the occasion:

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You 
have the words of eternal life, and we have believed, and 
have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God” (John 
6:68–69).

In a moment of spiritual clarity, Peter had answered wisely. It is what 
our world needs to hear today, too. We need Jesus! 

Figure 1.
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MIRACLES OF JESUS

The Feast of Dedication is better known as Hanukkah, which means 
“dedication.” Hanukkah is an eight-day celebration of the nation’s 
successful revolt led by the Maccabees against Syrian oppression 
and is still observed by Israelis today. First celebrated in 165 B.C., the 
Feast of Dedication is closely associated with the lighting of the me-
norah and is often called the Festival of Lights.

Three months earlier, during the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus had said, 
“I am the light of the world” (John 8:12). He said it again during the 
Feast of Dedication (John 9:5). And he proved his claim to be the light 
by restoring the sight of a man born blind.

Healing of a Man Born Blind
While at the temple on the Sabbath day, Jesus and his disciples saw 
this man who had been born blind. Relegated to a life of begging, the 
blind man and others like him typically sat at the gates of the temple 
as people took pity on them and gave them money (Acts 3:2). But to-
day, Jesus gave him the gift of sight.

Jesus started the healing process by spitting on the ground, 
making mud with the saliva and then anointing the man’s 
eyes with the mud. Jesus then commanded him to wash off 
the mud in the nearby pool of Siloam,3 less than a mile away. 
The blind man went to the pool still unable to see, but when 
he returned after washing his eyes, he was able to see.

But he didn’t see Jesus. He and his disciples had perhaps gone 
inside the temple. Jesus would come and find the former-
ly blind man later (v. 35). In the meantime, this man’s faith 
grew exponentially as he began not only to see physically, but 
also to perceive spiritually (Figure 2 on page 10).

Others observed that the blind man could now see. And they 
couldn’t believe it. In fact, some said that he must be someone 
else who only resembled the blind man. As they continued to 
talk about, he kept saying to them, “I am” (v. 9), identifying 
Jesus as the one who healed him.

3 Interestingly, the name of this pool, “Siloam,” means “sent.”

The pool of Siloam served as one of 
the water reservoirs of Jerusalem. It 
was surrounded by five porticoes.
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The Growing Faith of the Blind Man
Action Taken Citation

Takes Jesus at his word and washes his eyes in 
the pool of Siloam

v. 7

Refers to Jesus as “the man called Jesus” v. 11

Says that Jesus is a “prophet” v. 17

Denies that Jesus could be a “sinner” v. 25

Proclaims that Jesus is “from God” v. 33

Declares his faith in Jesus and worships him v. 38

The Pharisees began their own interrogation of the man. Instead of 
rejoicing that this blind beggar could now see, the Pharisees were 
angry with Jesus for healing on the Sabbath. But instead of siding 
with them, the formerly blind man defended Jesus.

“ Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he 
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God 
does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of 
God and does his will, God listens to him. . . . If this man were 
not from God, he could do nothing” (John 9:30–33).

Because he had allied himself with Jesus, the man was soundly re-
jected by the Pharisees. They expelled him from synagogue worship. 
It was then that Jesus came and found him (v. 35). By now, his spir-
itual sight was nearly complete. Jesus asks him, “Do you believe in 
the Son of Man?” Free from the shackles of the religious leaders, he 
openly confessed, “Lord, I believe.” And then, he worshiped Jesus.

The blind man could now see physically and spiritually. The religious 
leaders, however, could see physically but not perceive spiritually. 
They refused to accept that Jesus was the Messiah. He had just re-
stored the eyesight of a man born blind, which was one of the mira-
cles that was supposed to occur in the age of the Messiah (Isa 29:18; 
35:5; 42:7). But they were willfully blind to what was right in front 
of them.

Why Make Mud?
Jesus healed other blind people, but never with mud (Mark 8:22–26; 
Matt 20:29–34; John 5:8–9). The word “mud” (or “clay,” (N)KJV, NASB) 
is mentioned five times in four verses (John 9:6, 11, 14, 15). Notice also 
that  Jesus made the mud immediately after declaring, “I am the light 
of the world” (John 9:5). Like God, who fashioned Adam from the 
dust of the ground (Gen 2:7), Jesus has created new life for this man’s 
dead eyes. He may have been born blind, but he has now been born 
again—with perfect vision, both physically and spiritually.

Figure 2.

Steps leading to the Pool of 
Siloam (discovered in 2004).
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MIRACLES OF JESUS

Jesus Called to Bethany (vv. 1–16)
Near the end of Jesus’ ministry, he received an emergency request 
from some friends in Judea. Lazarus, who lived in Bethany, was on 
the verge of death. His sisters, Mary and Martha, wanted Jesus to 
come immediately to heal him. Their urgent message was brief and 
poignant: “He whom you love is sick.”

Because Bethany was so close to Jerusalem, the apostles objected to 
the idea of making this unexpected trip to Judea. The last time he was 
in Jerusalem, the Jews had made an attempt on Jesus’ life (John 11:8; 
cf. 10:22–39). Though they feared the worst, Jesus walked by faith, 
knowing all would be well.

The messengers had said Lazarus was sick, but Jesus knew he was 
already dead (v. 14). Jesus intentionally stayed in Perea for two addi-
tional days. By the time he and his disciples made it back to Bethany, 
Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days (Figure 3). Jewish cul-
ture believed that, after four days, death was irrevocable.

Jesus Raises Lazarus
Jesus’ Journey to Bethany Citation

1. Mary and Martha send word to Jesus in about 
Lazarus’ sickness.

John 11:1–3

2. Jesus deliberately remains in Perea for two 
 additional days.

John 11:6

3. Jesus and his disciples travel to Bethany, where 
he raises Lazarus

John 11:17–44

4. Eyewitnesses report the event to the Sanhedrin John 11:46–53

5. Jesus travels secretly to Ephraim with the disciples John 11:54

At the Home of Lazarus, Mary, and Martha (vv. 17–44)
Apparently, Lazarus and his sisters were wealthy and influential cit-
izens of Bethany and as a result, Lazarus’ death had brought many 
mourners to their home who tried to comfort the family. This was a 
common practice in first-century Jewish culture.

Figure 3.
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While in the house, Martha and Mary received word that Jesus had 
finally arrived. Martha made her way to meet him just outside the 
village. Heartbroken over her brother’s death, she could not fathom 
why Jesus had not hurried to heal Lazarus. “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died” (v. 21).

“Your brother will rise again,” Jesus told Martha, to which she re-
sponded by saying, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 
on the last day” (v. 24). Jesus then made an incredible claim about 
himself: “I am the resurrection and the life” (v. 25).

“ I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” She said 
to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son 
of God, who is coming into the world” (John 11:25–27).

Martha’s amazing declaration of faith revealed her confidence in 
Jesus. Even though she didn’t understand why he delayed coming to 
Bethany, Martha placed her hope in Jesus nonetheless.

Martha returned to the house, found Mary and told her, “The Teacher 
is here and is calling for you” (v. 28). Upon approaching Jesus, Mary 
fell at his feet, weeping. Through her tears, she spoke the same 
heart-wrenching words that Martha had: “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died” (v. 32).

Tears welled up in Jesus’ eyes, too. He cried with her, deeply moved 
in his spirit because of her display of sorrow. “Where have you laid 
him?” he asked. Together, they walked to the tomb. Even though he 
knew what he was about to do, Jesus was overwhelmed with emotion 
and wept for the pain his friends were enduring (v. 35). People stand-
ing around watching could see how deeply Jesus loved his friends 
and was distressed at their pain.

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. . . . Jesus 
said, “Take away the stone.” Martha . . . said to him, “Lord, 
by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four 
days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed 
you would see the glory of God?” (John 11:38–40).

“If you believed, you would see the glory of God.” Martha believed Jesus 
could raise her brother from the dead in the final resurrection. But 
because Lazarus has been dead for four days, she did not believe it 
was possible now. Her faith in Jesus was strong, but she was about to 
truly believe in him. 

After composing himself and wording a prayer, Jesus called out: 
“Lazarus, come out!” To the amazement of everyone, Lazarus walked 
out of the tomb, wearing his grave cloths. Lazarus is alive!
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MIRACLES OF JESUS

The resurrection of Lazarus anticipated the climactic event in the 
Gospel of John: the resurrection of Jesus (John 20). The death of Jesus 
was a devastating blow to the disciples. They were so overwhelmed 
with grief and doubt that, when news of the empty tomb started 
circulating among the fearful disciples, doubt—not faith and excite-
ment—seized their hearts on that resurrection Sunday.

Everything when, later that evening, Jesus made a post-resurrection 
appearance to the apostles at a secret place in Jerusalem.

 � The first was without Thomas on the evening of his resurrec-
tion (John 20:19–23).

 � The second was with Thomas, one week later (John 20:24–29).

Fishing Failure (John 21:1–3)
Sometime after these two appearances, the disciples made their way 
back to Galilee, per Jesus’ instructions (cf. Matt 28:9). While waiting 
for him to appear again, Peter grew restless. “I am going fishing,” he 
told the others. As a professional fisherman, he worked the shores of 
the Sea of Galilee (called “the Sea of Tiberias” in v. 1) countless times. 
Peter was joined by six others, including James and John (“the sons 
of Zebedee”), Thomas and Nathanael.

They fished all night and caught absolutely nothing.

Fishing Miracle (John 21:4–6)
In the morning, they were approached by a potential customer who 
asked them, “Children, do you have any fish?” In their frustration, 
they gave him a one-word answer: “No.”

He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, 
and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were 
not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish (John 
21:6).

All of a sudden, their nets were full of 153 squirming large fish (see 
v.  11). Even more remarkably, their nets did not break, despite the 
great quantity of fish they took in.
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Fishing Déjà Vu (John 21:7–8)
John suddenly remembered when he and Peter, along with Andrew 
and James, had spent all night fishing in these very waters three 
years prior (Luke 5:3–11). After a disappointing night, when they had 
caught nothing, it was Jesus who came along and told them where 
to cast their nets. And when they did, those nets were suddenly and 
miraculously full of fish.

John realized this was just like that moment three years prior. He 
turned to Peter and said, “It is the Lord!” As at other times during 
Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances, they had been prevented from 
recognizing him (see John 20:14; Luke 24:16). But they just knew it 
was Jesus. They had no doubts about it.

Peter put on his outer garment, dove into the water, and started 
swimming. Unwilling to wait, he swam the hundred yards to shore. 
That’s how excited he was to see his friend, Jesus, again. 

The Charcoal Fire (John 21:9–19)
Jesus already had a charcoal fire burning with cooked fish and bread 
laid out. He asked them to bring some of their fish, too, and eat break-
fast with him. The only other time the Gospel of John mentions a 
charcoal fire was when Peter stood around one as he denied Jesus 
three times (John 18:18).

Jesus and Peter had some unfinished business they needed to ad-
dress. Jesus, in front of the others, asked Peter, “Simon, son of John, 
do you love me more than these?” Does Peter love Jesus? Of course, he 
did. And Peter answered Jesus without hesitation.

[Peter] said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He 
said to him, “Feed my lambs” (v. 15).

But Jesus wasn’t finished yet. He asked Peter the question again, but 
the phrase “more than these” was left off. Peter answered Jesus with 
the exact same words.

He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said 
to him, “Tend my sheep” (v. 16).

Then, Jesus asked him a third time. Doing so distressed Peter because 
he knew exactly what Jesus was doing. He was giving him the op-
portunity to take back each of his three denials. Peter was forced to 
relive that moment when he had failed his friend.

Jesus let Peter take back his third and final denial from that fateful 
night. Jesus proceeded to tell his newly restored apostle that one day, 
he would die a martyr’s death. In the garden of Gethsemane, Peter 
had said, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” (Matt 
26:35). The next time he was surrounded by enemies, Peter would be 
ready (cf. 1 Pet 3:15; 2 Pet 1:14).

“A Charcoal Fire”

Now the servants and offi-
cers had made a charcoal 
fire . . . . Peter also was with 
them, standing and warming 
himself.

—John 18:18

When they got out on land, 
they saw a charcoal fire in 
place, with fish laid out on it, 
and bread.

—John 20:6
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MIRACLES OF JESUS

While in Bethsaida of Galilee, Jesus healed a blind man. This miracle 
is special, for at least a couple of reasons:

1. This is one of the only incidents recorded in the Gospel of Mark 
that isn’t found in the other three.

2. Jesus failed to heal this man on the first try. It took two  attempts 
to heal him.

In order to understand this miracle better, we will need to take a look 
at the overall context. Let’s start with the feeding of the 4,000.

The Feeding of the 4,000 (Mark 8:1–10)
Jesus was preaching in the Decapolis, which was Gentile territory 
outside the confines of Galilee. While there, he fed a crowd of 4,000 
hungry listeners. In many ways, this event mirrors the feeding of the 
5,000 (Lesson 4). As before, Jesus took a small quantity of bread 
and fish and used it to feed thousands. Though the previous miracle 
was performed for the benefit of Jewish followers, the crowd of 4,000 
consisted of Gentiles, many of whom came from a long distance.

And just like last time, the apostles’ lack of faith was on full dis-
play. Jesus certainly hoped they would imitate him the second time 
around and feed the 4,000 themselves. Or, at the very least, they 
would request him to repeat what he had done before. Their failure 
to comprehend the significance of these miracles disappointed Jesus 
tremendously (as we shall see next).

 “Beware of the Leaven” (Mark 8:13–22)
Jesus left the Decapolis by setting sail in a boat on the Sea of Galilee 
and crossing it. He and his apostles traveled to Bethsaida, which was 
on the northeastern side of the lake. While in the boat, Jesus told his 
apostles to “beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of 
Herod.” Failing to understand what that meant, the apostles began 
discussing with one another why Jesus had said this.

The answer they came up with was far off the mark. They assumed 
Jesus was chastising them because they had forgotten to bring bread 
with them (Mark 8:13, 16). Needless to say, this was not what Jesus 

Ruins of the ancient town of 
Bethsaida. Look out over the 
plain below the town, one of 
the possible sites where Jesus 
could have fed the 5,000.
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was upset with them about. He was upset with his disciples’ lack of 
faith and understanding.

Frustrated, Jesus rebuked them by asking, “Do you not understand?” 
In a series of eight questions, he challenged them to grow in their 
faith (Mark 8:17–21). He tied in the recent feedings of the 5,000 and 
4,000, trying to help them open their eyes and see Jesus for who he 
really was (Mark 8:19–20). “Do you not yet understand?” he asked 
them, frustrated by their lack of faith (Mark 8:21).

Jesus was holding out hope when he asked, “Do you not yet under-
stand?” (Mark 8:17, 21). After all, the disciples had been with him for 
two years, during which they had witnessed numerous miracles and 
heard his powerful teaching. And then, he provided them with an 
object lesson. He healed a blind man in two steps, rather than one.

Jesus Healed a Blind Man in Two Steps (Mark 8:22–26)
When they reached Bethsaida, a blind man was brought to him. 
Instead of healing him right then and there, Jesus led the man out-
side the village. He wanted to perform this miracle privately and for 
the benefit of his short-sighted apostles.

Jesus began the healing process by spitting on the blind man’s eyes. 
At first, he was not able to see clearly. The verbs for “seeing” used in 
vv. 24–25 help us perceive the gradual healing process.

 � “He Looked Up.” At first, the man “looked up” (v. 24). This 
man’s eyesight was not clear though: he said, “I see people, but 
they look like trees, walking.” 

 � “He Opened His Eyes.” After his eyes were touched by Jesus 
a second time, “he opened his eyes” (v. 25a) and saw clearly.

 � “He Saw Everything Clearly.” A third verb for “seeing” is 
used in v. 25b, which means he could see distinctly and clearly. 

Jesus healed the man in a two-step process on purpose. It wasn’t be-
cause he goofed or failed the first time. Rather, he used this healing 
as an object lesson for his short-sighted disciples.

By partially healing the man’s eyesight initially, Jesus was teaching 
his disciples about their spiritual blindness and lack of understand-
ing. He was showing them how they needed time to see Jesus clearly 
for who he really was.

Application
Sometimes, like the disciples, we need “a second touch,” too. When 
we are eaten up with worry, we need to see Jesus clearly. When sins 
have distracted us, we need to look up and be healed.

You’ve received the first touch. Are you ready for the second?

Sight Restored Gradually
24 And [the blind man] looked 
up and said, “I see people, but 
they look like trees, walking.” 
25 Then Jesus laid his hands 
on his eyes again; and he 
opened his eyes, his sight was 
restored, and he saw every-
thing clearly.

—Mark 8:24–25
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MIRACLES OF JESUS

As we’ve seen in our study thus far, Jesus used miracles to reinforce 
his teachings. In Matthew 8–9, we have a cluster of several miracles 
which are topically arranged. In other words, they are not in chrono-
logical order. We know this based on the arrangement of these same 
events in the Gospels of Mark and Luke (Figure 4). (In the table 
below, they’re numbered based on Matthew’s arrangement.) It’s best 
to look at these miracles in three sets (Matt 8:1–17; 8:23–9:8; 9:18–34).

Miracles in Matt 8–9 in Chronological Order
Miracle Matt Mark Luke

3. Healing Peter’s Mother-in-Law (Fever) 8:14–17 1:30 4:38
1. Cleansing a Leper 8:2–4 1:40 5:12
6. Healing a Paralytic 9:1–8 2:3 5:18
2. Healing a Centurion’s Paralyzed Servant 8:5–13 7:1
4. Stilling the Stormy Sea 8:23–27 4:35 8:22
5. Demons Entering a Herd of Swine 8:28–34 5:1 8:26

7–8. Healing two “Daughters” 9:18–26 5:22–43 8:41–56
9. Healing Two Blind Men 9:27–31

10. Curing a Demon-Possessed, Mute Man 9:32–34

Why topically arranged in Matthew? This cluster of miracles in Matt 
8–9 comes on the heels of the Sermon on the Mount in Matt 5–7. They 
both present Jesus’ authority, in his preaching and in his miracles.

Set 1 (Matt 8:1–17)
In the first set of miracles, Jesus demonstrates his power over disease.

1. Leprosy (Matt 8:2–4)
Jesus healed a leper instantaneously. We also see his compassion on 
full display when he is approached by the leper, beginning for mercy.

2. Paralysis (Matt 8:5–13)
A Roman centurion appealed to Jesus on behalf of his servant who 
was paralyzed and “suffering terribly” (Matt 8:6). Jesus would have 

Figure 4.

“If You Are Willing”

“ Lord, if you will, you can 
make me clean.”

“I will; be clean.”
—Matt 8:2–3
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gone to the centurion’s home, but the soldier, feeling unworthy, 
asked Jesus to heal his servant from a distance (cf. John 4:46–54). 
Jesus marveled at this man’s amazing display of faith, praising him 
for his willingness to believe so strongly in Jesus’ power to heal, even 
from a distance.

3. Demonic sickness (Matt 8:14–17)

Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law of a debilitating sickness; and then  
later that evening, he casts out demons by rebuking them. This shows 
his authority over disease and demons.

Set 2 (Matt 8:23–9:8)
Jesus’ authority over disease and demonic forces intensifies.

4. Stilling the Stormy Sea (8:23–27)

This storm was anything but ordinary. It was ferocious, requiring 
Jesus to rebuke it. This same verb is used to describe Jesus’ rebuking 
of the demons in Mark 1:25. This was a demonic storm!

5. Demons Entering a Herd of Swine (8:28–34)

While in Gentile territory, Jesus confronts two demon-possessed 
men. The one who speaks to Jesus identifies himself as Legion. He 
has numerous demons inside of him. Jesus casts them out in a near-
by herd of swine.

6. Healing a Paralytic (9:1–8)

In addition to healing a paralytic and restoring his ability to walk, 
Jesus first forgave the man of his sins. He demonstrates his authority 
over sin and thus declares himself to be God.

Set 3 (Matt 9:18–34)
Yet again, Jesus proves unflappable in the face of disease or demons.

 7–8. Healing two “Daughters” (9:18–26)

When a woman touches Jesus, she is healed instantly. “Daughter,” he 
says, “your faith has made you well.” He had been on his way to heal 
a little girl, but before he arrived, she died. To the amazement of her 
parents, Jesus restored this man’s daughter to life.

 9. Healing Two Blind Men (9:27–31)

Who can open the eyes of the blind but God? Jesus proves he is God by 
opening the eyes of two blind men.

 10. Curing a Demon-Possessed, Mute Man (9:32–34)

Once again, demons and disease are no match for Jesus.

Rebuking the Storm

He rose and rebuked the 
winds and the sea, and 
there was a great calm.

—Matt 8:26
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MIRACLES OF JESUS

In Matt 12:31, Jesus said that “blasphemy against the Spirit will not 
be forgiven.” What is “blasphemy against the Spirit” that cannot be 
forgiven? What exactly is this sin?

The Law of Harmony
As we begin, it is vital that we interpret a Bible passage in a way that 
agrees with the rest of the Bible. Because all of the Bible is inspired 
by God (2 Tim 3:16), there cannot be conflict between passages. So, 
if I interpret a passage that conflicts with another part of the Bible, 
then I’ve got something wrong.

For example, some people read John 3:16 and conclude that all you 
have to do to be saved is believe in Jesus. However, saying this puts 
Jesus in conflict with his own words (Matt 28:19). The truth is, belief 
is a vital part of the process, but only one part. We must take all that 
Jesus says to get the full picture.

It is this law of agreement that creates some problems for us in this 
passage. To say that there is some sin so terrible that it cannot be 
forgiven just doesn’t seem to fit well with the rest of Bible teaching.

Here’s something else that’s confusing in this passage: why can you 
speak a word against Jesus and be forgiven (v. 32), but not if you 
speak a word against the Spirit? The Bible nowhere indicates that the 
Spirit is more important than Jesus or deserving greater respect.

Consider also that, when we say that some sins (or even this one sin) 
are unforgivable, then we are saying that there is something so terri-
ble, not even the blood of Jesus can cleanse us. Again, this just doesn’t 
harmonize with scripture (1 John 1:9). 

So maybe we missed something here in Matthew 12.

When our interpretation of one passage doesn’t fit with the rest of 
the Bible, we need to go back and take a closer look. One of the best 
ways to ensure you understand a passage correctly is to take a look 
at the larger context. This brings us to our second law of Bible study.
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The Law of Context
Every passage has a context. The Bible is not made up of isolated state-
ments. In order to properly understand a passage, we must study it 
in its context. Each verse is surrounded by other verses, paragraphs, 
chapters and books—the context. This context often sheds light on 
a specific verse and helps us understand it better. Let’s observe five 
important details in Matthew 12 that illuminate its overall context.

1. Just prior to talking about the “unpardonable sin,” Jesus per-
formed a miracle (v. 22). He cast out a demon that was causing 
a man to be blind and mute.

2. This miracle amazed the crowd. But even more important, 
it brought them to the very point of belief (v. 23). They were 
ready to accept Jesus as the Messiah.

3. This response by the crowds troubled the Pharisees. They 
could not deny that a miracle had taken place; so they had to 
find some way to discredit it. Without much time to think it 
through, they threw out an accusation (v. 24). They accuse 
Jesus of working this miracle by the power of Satan.

4. Jesus points out how ridiculous this charge is (vs. 25–29). If 
Jesus is using Satan’s power to cast out demons, then Satan is 
battling against himself. It was a ridiculous charge. The truth 
was that Jesus worked this miracle by the Spirit of God (v. 28). 
It demonstrated not that he was in league with the devil, but 
that he had power over the devil (v. 29).

5. And finally, Jesus’ argument puts the Pharisees in a very diffi-
cult position. He was not working with Satan; he was opposing 
Satan. But think about it: if Jesus was opposing Satan and they 
were opposing Jesus , who were they in league with (v. 30)?

The Unpardonable Sin
Now, with this context under our belt, I think we can answer those 
nagging questions about the next two verses (vv. 31–32). First, what 
is this blasphemy against the Spirit? The answer is, they attributed to 
Satan what Jesus says is the Spirit’s work. This is the blasphemy. This 
is how they spoke against the Spirit.

But this still leaves a more difficult question to be answered. Why 
could they not be forgiven of this sin? It’s because they contributed 
the power of the Spirit to the work of the devil.

Now that’s a problem for these enemies of Jesus. If the miracles will 
not convince them, then nothing will. There isn’t anything else that 
can be offered to bring them to belief. What then will be their fate? 
They will never be forgiven. They will be lost forever because their 
hard hearts will not allow them to believe in the Savior sent to res-
cue them from sin. In other words, they could be forgiven—if they 
repented of their disbelief in the Holy Spirit’s power.

“He Casts Out Demons by 
the Prince of Demons”

And when the demon had 
been cast out, the mute 
man spoke. And the crowds 
marveled, saying, “Never 
was anything like this seen 
in Israel.” But the Pharisees 
said, “He casts out demons 
by the prince of demons.”

—Matt 9:33–34

The Pharisees accused Jesus of being 
in league with Satan earlier in the 
gospel of Matthew. How does this 
connect with Matt 12:22–32?
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MIRACLES OF JESUS

After his visit to Bethany (John 11), Jesus then headed northeast 
of Jerusalem (cf. John 11:54) and was traveling east and west along 
the border between Samaria and Galilee. Along the way, he was ap-
proached by a group of 10 lepers. They pleaded with Jesus to heal 
them. He simply said, “Go and show yourselves to the priest,” in ac-
cordance with the Law of Moses (Lev 13–14). As they went, their lep-
rosy miraculously left them.

When they noticed, only one of them stopped and went back to thank 
Jesus for healing him. He was a Samaritan. After accepting his grati-
tude, Jesus then asked, “Where are the nine?”

The healing of the lepers was not just a lesson about gratitude. It 
revealed the hypocrisy of the Pharisees who saw Jesus perform nu-
merous miracles yet deny he is the Messiah. They were like the nine 
ungrateful lepers who never returned to glorify God. The Jewish 
leadership did not accept him, but a Samaritan did.

What can we learn from this Samaritan leper’s example?

We Have Been Blessed, Too
This man’s life had been changed. The disease that afflicted his body 
had now been removed. Don’t you think that he would spend the re-
mainder of his days  filled with gratitude?

Here’s the question: Do we see what the leper saw, that we are richly 
blessed? Leprosy is an awful disease, but it does not begin to compare 
with the tragedy of sin. Leprosy afflicts the body, but sin afflicts the 
body and the soul.

Leprosy cut a man off from society, but sin separates a man from 
his God (Isa 59:1–2). Leprosy ultimately led to death, but sin leads to 
spiritual death (Rom 6:23). Sin is the greatest human tragedy.

But here’s the good news: Jesus provides a cure (Rom 5:8–10). We 
have been delivered from a disease far worse than leprosy. We have 
been saved from sin and its dreadful consequences (separation from 
God, an eternity in hell).
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Our gratitude should empower us to be thankful, even if life’s cir-
cumstances are not so great. Whatever life throws my way—good or 
bad, I’m at peace with God. I’ve got the Bible to guide me. I live with 
the hope of heaven. I am blessed beyond measure.

But rather than being filled with gratitude, we allow ourselves to 
complain about the details (“God should give me more money, better 
health, a bigger house, a better car”). We should be ashamed.

Jesus is the Source of Our Blessings
He understood that Jesus was the source of this blessing. Do we see 
that too? Sometimes we don’t. We prefer to think of ourselves as self-
made. Our accomplishments and rewards are the product of our in-
telligence, hard work and sacrifice. As we fill up with pride over our 
success, there is a corresponding drop in our gratitude toward God.

God is the source of all our blessings (James 1:17). Whatever we may 
accomplish, we accomplish with his stuff. He has done great things. 
The little things we do are nothing in comparison.

Gratitude Matters to God
The nine lepers who were healed never came back and thanked Jesus. 
It’s startling to see how much this bothered Jesus (vv. 17–19). After all 
God has done, it breaks his heart when people are filled with ingrati-
tude and treat his blessings lightly. So the question confronts us: into 
which class do we fall? Are we with this one who was grateful, or 
numbered among the nine?

We Need to Express Gratitude
Certainly there would have been other things he would want to do 
urgently, perhaps see family or friends and tell them what has hap-
pened. But before he does any of that, he is driven back to Jesus.

Aren’t you impressed with his passion. It does not appear that he 
slowly walks back to Jesus and says, “Oh, by the way, thanks for heal-
ing me.” As soon as he realizes that he has been healed, he shouts for 
joy. He turns and runs back to find Jesus. He falls at his feet, pouring 
out expressions of gratitude and praise.

Think about what has been done for us. Jesus has forgiven our sins, 
made peace between us and our God, and given us the hope of heav-
en when this life is over. How should we express our gratitude for 
such an amazing gift? 

Such expressions should be a priority. I should thank God every day 
in my prayers (Phil 4:6). Every day we take our blessings for granted 
is comparable to the nine who didn’t come back. Let’s instead be like 
the one who expressed gratitude wholeheartedly and passionately.
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MIRACLES OF JESUS

During his Galilean ministry, Jesus healed two daughters back-to-back. 
One was a 12-year-old little girl, and the other was a grown woman 
who had been sick for 12 years.

Jesus had recently been in the Decapolis among Gentiles. As soon as 
he returned to Galilee, a great crowd gathered around him. A syn-
agogue leader, Jairus, approached him and fell at his feet. With the 
voice of desperation, he pleaded on behalf of his “little daughter.” He 
begged Jesus to come to his house and lay his hands on her, “so that 
she may be made well and live.” As they started toward the house, 
the surrounding crowd followed closely. 

Jesus Heals the First Daughter
Nestled in the crowd was a very sick woman. She had a “discharge 
of blood,” which had plagued her for the past 12 years of her life. In 
her effort to rid herself of this hemorrhage, she had spent all of her 
money on physicians. Instead of getting better, her condition had ac-
tually grown worse.

She was not someone who wanted to draw a lot of attention to her-
self. In an act of extraordinary faith, she came up behind Jesus and 
“touched his garment” (Mark 5:27–28). Even though Jesus did not 
touch her, his power healed her immediately. No one knew what had 
happened—except Jesus.

“Who touched me?” he asked. With the crowd pressing around them, 
Jesus’ disciples did not understand why he would ask such a ques-
tion. Ignoring them, Jesus turned his full attention to this woman, 
praising her for her act of faith.

And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; 
go in peace, and be healed of your disease” (Mark 5:34).

It’s important to note that he called her “daughter.” That’s because, 
in just a moment, Jesus is going to heal another daughter, Jairus’ 
12-year-old little girl. These similarities help bind these two events 
together.

An “Ancient Cure”  
for a Hemorrhage

The Talmud [the book of Jewish 
law] lists no less than eleven cures 
for this specific illness. Some 
were potions, but others were 
superstitious folly. For example, 
“. . . [S]et her in a place where two 
ways meet, and let her hold a cup 
of wine in her right hand, and 
let some one come behind and 
frighten her, and say, ‘Arise from 
thy flux.’ ”*

* R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You 
May Know the Truth (Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway Books, 1998), 315.
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Jesus Heals the Second Daughter
As Jesus and Jairus approached Jairus’ home, several began report-
ing that his daughter had died. This, of course, changed  everything. 
After all, Jairus had asked Jesus to “heal” his daughter. Now, she was 
dead. What could possibly be done for her now? The delay caused by 
the other healing had cost Jairus’ daughter her life.

But this did not deter Jesus in the least. Instead, he said to Jairus, “Do 
not fear, only believe.” Like other desperate parents in similar situa-
tions (cf. John 4:49, Lesson 2), Jairus and his wife felt helpless.

Jesus took only three of his apostles inside the house with him—Peter, 
James and John. There was quite a commotion going on, with profes-
sional mourners “crying and wailing loudly.” Jesus cut through this 
chaos by saying, “The child is not dead, but sleeping.” He knew what 
their reaction would be, as their crying turned to scornful laughter. 
They were incredulous of Jesus’ seemingly ridiculous claim.

Jesus dismissed everyone from the room, sending them outside. The 
only people allowed to remain were the little girl’s parents and his 
three disciples. And then, something amazing happened!

Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which 
means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” And immediately the 
girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of age), 
and they were immediately overcome with amazement (Mark 
5:41–42).

Jairus and his wife were amazed by Jesus. News of this remarkable 
event spread throughout Galilee, bolstering his reputation as a mir-
acle worker.

Are You Afraid?
Like Jairus, we sometimes believe that Jesus can only do so much. As 
long as his daughter was still alive, Jairus believed that Jesus could 
heal his daughter. But revive her after she had died? No, that was 
simply not possible.

Similarly, we limit what we believe God can do. Paul, however, said 
that God is “able to do far more abundantly than all we ask or think” 
(Eph 3:20). Maybe our prayers aren’t asking for enough! Jesus fre-
quently chided his disciples for the weakness of their small faith 
(Matt 17:20–21). Are we similarly limiting God’s ability to work great-
ness in our lives, because we won’t let him? Do we “not have, because 
[we] do not ask” in faith or with the right motives (James 4:2–3)?

Paul said,“I can do all things through him who strengthens me” (Phil 
4:13). That same power is at work in our lives, too. Will you trust in 
God to help you, even when it seems impossible?

▶ The healing of Jairus’ 
daughter (Mark 5:37)

▶ The transfiguration 
(Mark 9:2)

▶ During Jesus’ prayers in 
the Garden prior to his 
betrayal (Mark 14:34)

Peter, James  
and John

On at least three occasions, 
Jesus is accompanied by 
Peter, James, and John 
without anyone else.


